[Incidence of grasping and its relationship to cerebral lesions].
Grasping is associated with frontal lobe pathology. Nevertheless, there is lack of precise anatomical correlations and very few studies are published. The aim of the study was to determine the incidence of the grasping and its relationship to cerebral lesions. We studied 236 patients admitted to the Neurology Department (108 women and 128 men; mean age 65.3), and tested with a standardized procedure (De Renzi and Barbieri, 1992). A score of grasping was determined for each patient. The locations of the cerebral lesions were assessed by two neurologists using the method of Damasio and Damasio (1989). Grasping was found in 38 patients (16.1p.100) with dementia or cerebral damage. In all cases, the lesion affected the frontal lobe. The patients with grasping showed a significant higher number of lesioned areas particularly for the frontal and the parietal regions. The score of right grasping was significantly higher with a lesion in the right paraventricular frontal and in the left parietal paraventricular areas. The score of left grasping was significantly higher with a lesion in the left frontal paraventricular area. These results are discussed in relationship with motor control.